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STEM	  Future	  Dallas	  
Big	  iDeas	  Symposium	  
Southern	  Methodist	  University	  
November	  16,	  2012	  
STEM	  Education	  
!   What	  is	  it?	  	  
!   STEM:	  Science,	  Technology,	  
Engineering	  and	  Mathematics	  
!   Careers	  in	  STEM	  ﬁelds	  are	  diverse	  
and	  crucial	  to	  the	  economy	  
!   STEM	  careers	  and	  the	  education	  to	  
obtain	  them	  are	  challenging	  but	  
rewarding	  
STEM	  Education	  
!   Okay,	  it’s	  important.	  But	  what’s	  
the	  problem?	  
!   American	  students	  are	  well	  
behind	  other	  ﬁrst-­‐world	  
countries	  in	  science	  and	  math.	  
! Below	  the	  median	  in	  both	  
categories.	  
!   High-­‐school	  student	  interest	  
and	  math	  proﬁciency	  are	  
dwindling.	  
! Bottom	  line:	  America	  is	  behind.	  
STEM	  Education	  
Credit	  to	  The	  Washington	  Post,	  “Lack	  of	  interest	  and	  aptitude	  keeps	  students	  out	  of	  STEM	  majors.”	  
Our	  solution	  
Goal:	  Compile	  news	  and	  information	  
in	  a	  concise,	  user-­‐friendly,	  frequently	  
updated	  website.	  	  
!   Collect	  relevant	  news	  stories	  and	  
research	  articles,	  and	  sort	  
according	  to	  particular	  issue	  
!   Present	  our	  own	  ﬁndings	  in	  an	  
intuitive	  manner	  
!   Create	  an	  interactive	  community	  
component	  allowing	  for	  
comments	  and	  participation	  from	  
visitors	  
Our	  team	  
!   Jacob	  Fleming	  
!   Major:	  Biological	  Sciences,	  Chemistry	  
!   Minor:	  Philosophy	  
!   Jessie	  Hart	  
!   Major:	  Environmental	  Science	  
!   Minor:	  Psychology,	  Education	  
!   Joey	  Ottolenghi	  
!   Major:	  Psychology	  
!   Minor:	  Biology,	  Chemistry	  
!   Alex	  Saucedo	  
!   Major:	  Electrical	  Engineering	  
(Biomedical	  Specialization)	  
!   Minor:	  Chemistry,	  Mathematics	  
Current	  shape	  of	  project	  
!   Central	  website	  and	  blog:	  	  	  
stemfuturedallas.blogspot.com	  
!   Blog	  posts	  on	  our	  project	  and	  current	  issues	  
!   Podcast	  
!   Audio	  and	  video	  interviews	  with	  professionals	  and	  
teachers	  
!   Facebook:	  facebook.com/stemdallas	  
!   Visibility	  of	  project	  to	  SMU	  students	  and	  others	  
!   Twitter:	  @STEMDallas	  
!   Frequent	  news	  updates	  pertaining	  to	  STEM	  issues	  
and	  our	  project	  
!   Attended	  2012	  STEM	  Solutions	  Conference	  in	  
Dallas	  
Future	  plans	  
!   Continue	  current	  initiatives	  past	  graduation	  (wha?!)	  
!   Make	  podcast	  a	  regular	  occurrence	  
!   Renovate	  website	  for	  easy	  access	  to	  all	  of	  our	  
materials	  and	  media	  
!   Branch	  out	  and	  connect	  with	  other	  individuals	  and	  
professionals	  in	  our	  respective	  areas	  




Special	  Thanks	  to:	  
!   SMU	  Big	  iDeas	  Program	  
!   Oﬃce	  of	  the	  Provost	  
!   Faculty	  sponsor	  Larry	  Ruben,	  PhD	  
http://stemfuturedallas.blogspot.com	  	  
